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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1956 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  1956. 

As  in  the  last  three  years,  the  first  matter  in  the  vital  statistics  of 
the  district  calling  for  attention  is  the  steadily  increasing  population. 
In  1956,  there  was  an  increase  of  1,340  in  the  mid-year  estimated  popul- 
ation. 

There  was  little  significant  change  in  the  other  vital  statistics  of  the 
district  with  the  exception  of  the  Infant  Mortality  rate,  which  dropped 
to  a low  rate  of  15.0  per  1,000  births,  not  quite  half  the  rate  of  28.6  for 
the  previous  year. 

In  the  past  sixteen  years,  this  rate  of  15.0  has  only  been  excelled 
twice  in  the  rural  district,  in  1949  and  1950,  when  it  was  13.4  per  1,000 
births. 

With  the  comparatively  small  numbers  involved,  the  rate  is  apt  to 
fluctuate,  but  that  of  1956  is  encouraging. 

Infection  as  a cause  of  infant  death  has  virtually  been  eradicated, 
indeed,  in  1956,  there  was  no  death  from  this  cause.  Much,  however, 
remains  to  be  done  in  the  field  of  ante-natal  care. 

A noticeable  decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  classified  as  due  to 
'Malignant  Neoplasm’  took  place  in  1956,  a total  of  30  deaths  being 
registered  compared  with  48  the  previous  year,  when  a rise  in  this  group 
of  deaths  took  place. 

The  general  trend  in  the  Country  is  an  increasing  mortality  from 
cancer  of  the  lung. 

Greater  efforts  towards  the  reduction  of  atmospheric  pollution  and 
an  endeavour  by  all  educational  bodies  to  dissuade  young  people  from 
starting  to  smoke  are  now,  in  view  of  recent  research,  of  prime  importance. 

Another  welcome  feature  of  the  statistics  was  the  drop  in  the  number 
of  fatal  accidents,  (other  than  motor  accidents),  from  12,  in  1955  to  6,  in 
1956. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  motor  vehicle  accidents  was  only  one  less 
than  in  the  previous  year. 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  declined  sharply  to  4 registered 
in  1956  from  7 in  the  previous  year.  This  is  gratifying  and  is  following 
the  trend  throughout  the  County,  but  is  not  a cause  for  complacency. 

Unfortunately,  the  incidence  of  the  disease  rose  rather  sharply  to 
11  primary  notifications  of  Pulmonary  Tubercle  from  6,  in  both  1955  an-d 
1954.  The  rise  was  chiefly  in  males  of  35  to  55  years  of  age  and  two 
children  under  15  were  also  notified. 

Attention  is  again  called  to  the  number  of  inward  transfers  of 
Tuberculosis  to  the  district  during  the  year,  13  in  all.  which  exceeded  the 
number  of  primary  notifications. 
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A much  smaller  number  of  infectious  diseases  generally  were  notified 
during  the  year  than  in  previous  years.  Whooping  Cough  and  Dysentery 
were  the  most  prevalent  diseases,  43  and  40  cases,  respectively,  being 
notified. 

There  was  no  outbreak  of  any  sort. 

No  case  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  was  notified  during  the  year. 

Progress  in  dealing  with  sub-standard  houses  has  gone  steadily  on. 
A further  42  houses  in  Categories  IV  and  V being  dealt  with,  leaving  only 
94  remaining. 

The  last  phase  of  the  implementation  of  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead 
Water  Order  1950  was  almost  completed.  This  has  greatly  improved 
the  amenities  in  the  more  rural  parts  of  the  district  and  has  facilitated  the 
bringing  up  to  standard  of  many  houses  without  water-carriage  and  baths. 

May  I express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee  for  their  continued  interest  and  encouragement  in  the 
work  of  my  Department,  to  all  the  Staff  of  the  Health  Department,  in 
particular,  Mr.  Strachan,  for  his  keen  and  active  work  during  the  year 
and  to  the  Clerk  and  other  Officers  of  the  Council  for  their  co-operation 
and  help. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  HOPPER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


I.— VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

POPULATION. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimated  mid-year  population  was  17,470, 
an  increase  of  1,340  on  the  estimated  mid-year  population  of  1955.  During 
the  last  three  years,  there  has  been  a steady  increase  of  population, 
amounting  to  2,570  during  that  time. 

BIRTHS. 

The  total  number  of  births  was  265,  (145  male  and  120  female)  and  of 
these,  6,  (5  male  and  1 female)  were  illegitimate. 

In  1955,  the  total  number  of  births  was  244,  so  that  there  is  an 
increase  of  2 1 in  the  number  of  births.  The  number  of  illegitimate  births 
showed  little  change.  The  birth  rate  (corrected  for  age  and  sex  distrib- 
ution) was  15.2  per  1,000  population  compared  with  the  rate  of  16.4  in 
1955.  The  birth  rate  for  the  Country  generally  was  15.7  per  1,000  popul- 
ation. 

Six  still  births  were  registered,  giving  a rate  of  22.1  per  1,000  total 
live  and  still  births.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  23.0.  In 
the  two  previous  years,  three  still  births  were  registered  in  each  year,  but 
in  1953,  six  were  registered. 


DEATHS. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  was  342,  (171  male  and 
1 71  female).  The  total  number  of  deaths  is  exactly  the  same  as  that 
recorded  for  the  year  1955. 

On  exclusion  of  the  number  of  deaths,  i.e.  163,  of  residents  of  long- 
term Hospitals  and  Homes  situated  in  the  district,  the  total  number  of 
deaths  of  residents  was  reduced  to  179.  The  comparative  figure  for  the 
previous  year  was  207. 

The  total  death  rate  (corrected  for  age  and  sex  distribution)  for  the 
district  in  1956  was  12.0,  compared  with  the  national  figure  of  11.7  per 
1,000  population  and  the  previous  year’s  rate  of  17.89  for  this  district. 

The  death  rate  (uncorrected)  of  residents,  excluding  all  deaths  of 
long-term  residents  living  in  Institutions  in  the  district,  was  10.2  per 
1,000  population  compared  with  12.6,  in  1955  and  9.5,  in  1954. 

NATURAL  INCREASE  IN  POPULATION. 

The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  in  1956  was  86  if  the  deaths  in  long 
term  Institutions  are  excluded. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Four  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  were  registered  during 
the  year  compared  with  7,  in  1955,  6 in  1954  and  10,  in  1953. 

This  is  a very  welcome  decrease  indeed,  especially  as  there  were  a 
greater  number  of  births  in  1956. 

All  the  deaths  were  neo-natal  (i.e.,  occurred  within  the  first  four 
weeks  of  life),  indeed,  all  four  occurred  within  the  first  20  hours  after 
birth  and  were  due  to  ante-natal  and  natal  causes. 

There  was  no  death  from  an  infective  cause. 
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The  infant  mortality  rate,  therefore,  dropped  to  15.0  per  1,000  births 
from  28.6  the  previous  year.  The  national  rate  was  23.8  per  1,000 
births.  This  rate  of  15.0  per  1,000  births  was  one  of  the  lowest  yet 
recorded  for  the  rural  district  and  speaks  for  itself  of  the  value  of  the 
ante-natal  work  and  child  care  that  is  being  done. 

With  infection  as  a cause  of  infant  death  practically  routed,  assiduous 
care  to  keep  this  so,  and  to  delve  further  into  the  pre-natal  and  natal 
cause  of  infant  death  is  the  hope  of  the  future. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

One  death  from  maternal  causes  was  registered.  There  had  been 
none  in  the  previous  five  years.  The  death  rate  for  the  year  was  3.6  per 
1,000  related  births;  that  for  England  and  Wales  was  0.56. 

INDIVIDUAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  as  due  to  “Heart  and  Circul- 
atory diseases”,  was  153.  Eighty-two  of  these  deaths  occurred  in  long- 
stay  Hospitals  or  Homes  situated  in  the  district.  The  remaining  71  deaths 
were  of  residents  of  the  district. 

In  the  previous  year,  the  total  number  of  deaths  from  these  causes 
was  125,  46  being  long-term  Institutional  deaths  and  79  of  residents. 

Thus,  though  the  total  figure  of  deaths  in  this  classification  increased 
by  28,  this  was  in  the  Institutional  deaths.  The  number  of  deaths  of 
residents  showed  a slight  decrease. 

Deaths  classified  as  due  to  “Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System”, 
dropped  to  79  (including  46  long-term  Institutional  deaths)  in  1956  from 
90  (including  55  Institutional  deaths),  in  1955. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  residents  in  this  group,  therefore,  is  similar 
in  both  years. 

A decided  decline  in  the  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  classified 
as  due  to  “Malignant  Neoplasm”  was  a welcome  feature  in  1956,  a total  of 
30  deaths  (28  of  residents  and  2 Institutional)  being  registered  as  against 
a total  of  48  deaths  (39  of  residents  and  9 Institutional)  the  previous 
year. 

In  1955,  there  had  been  a rise  in  the  number  of  deaths  in  this  group. 
The  decrease  was  chiefly  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  “Malignant  Neo- 
plasm of  the  Stomach”  which  dropped  from  11,  in  1955  to  3,  in  1956. 
In  the  classification  of  “Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasm” 
there  was  also  a decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  24,  in  1955  to  16, 
in  1956. 

There  was  no  significant  change  in  the  other  groups  of  malignant 
disease.  The  number  of  deaths  from  “Malignant  Neoplasm  of  the  lung” 
was  5,  a decrease  of  one. 

The  death  rate  in  the  rural  district  from  “Malignant  and  Lymphatic 
Neoplasm,”  (all  forms),  was  1.7  per  1,000  population,  that  for  England 
and  Wales  was  2.0. 

A slight  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  respiratory  causes  was 
evident,  24,  (13  Institutional)  being  registered  in  1956  and  14,  (5  Institut- 
ional) in  1955.  This  left  11  deaths  of  residents  in  the  group  in  1956  and 
9,  in  1955- 
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There  was  one  death  from  Influenza,  but  no  other  death  from  an 
acute  infectious  fever. 

In  1956,  the  number  of  deaths  from  motor  vehicle  accidents,  which 
had  risen  to  5 the  previous  year,  from  none  in  1953  and  two  in  1954, 
dropped  to  4.  Also  deaths  classified  as  due  to  “All  other  Accidents” 
which  had  reached  the  high  number  of  12  in  1955  (4  being  Institutional), 
decreased  to  6,  in  1956,  of  which  2 were  Institutional. 

The  six  deaths  classified  as  due  to  “Accidents  (Other  than  Motor 
Vehicle)”  were  all  due  to  falls.  Three  were  Institutional  and  three  of 
residents. 

Four  were  of  elderly  people  from  74  to  87  years  of  age,  one,  a middle- 
aged  male,  from  a fall  from  a ladder  and  one  of  a child  of  9 years,  due  to 
tetanus  following  a fall  on  a farm  bogie. 

Of  the  fatal  accidents  due  to  motor  vehicles,  two  were  car  accidents, 
(one  a child  of  6 years),  one  a motor  lorry  accident  and  one  to  being  run 
over  by  a tractor. 


II.— TUBERCULOSIS. 

Four  deaths,  all  male,  (2  Institutional)  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
were  registered  during  the  year.  In  the  previous  year  7 deaths  (4 
Institutional)  from  this  cause  had  been  registered. 

No  death  from  the  non-pulmonary  form  of  the  disease  has  been 
registered  for  the  past  eight  years. 

The  total  death  rate  from  tuberculosis  (all  forms)  was  0.20  per  1,000 
population,  compared  with  the  National  rate  of  0.12,  but  if  the  long  term 
Institutional  deaths  are  excluded,  the  rate  is  decreased  to  0.11. 

In  1955,  the  total  death  rate  from  this  cause  was  0.18  and  excluding 
the  Institutional  deaths,  it  was  0.13  per  1,000  population. 

This  decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  tubercle  is  encouraging 
and  in  keeping  with  the  present  trend  of  a declining  mortality,  which 
newer  methods  of  treatment,  earlier  diagnosis,  better  housing  and 
environmental  conditions  have  gradually  brought  about. 

The  incidence  of  the  disease  showed  a definite  rise  in  the  notifications 
of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  from  6 (4  male  and  2 female)  in  1955  to  11, 
(8  male  and  3 female)  in  1956.  The  rise  in  incidence  was  mainly  among 
males  of  the  35  to  55  years  age  groups.  There  were  also  two  cases  of 
pulmonary  tubercle  in  children  under  15  years  of  age. 

Thirteen  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  inwardly  transferred 
to  the  rural  district  in  the  course  of  the  year.  A number  of  these  patients 
were  wisely  transferring  themselves  to  more  rural  surroundings,  following 
the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  the  disease  elsewhere. 

As  has  been  remarked  before  in  the  annual  report,  the  number  of 
inward  transfers  each  year  generally  about  equals  the  number  of  primary 
notifications  and  1956  was  no  exception. 

Since  1952,  there  have  been  44  inward  transfers  to  the  district. 

Cases  suffering  from  tubercle  or  suspected  tubercle  attend  the  Chest 
Clinic,  City  Road,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  under  the  Senior  Chest  Physician 
and  are  given  inpatient  treatment  at  the  Walkergate  Hospital  or  one  of 
the  Sanatoria  of  the  region  as  necessary.  Hospital  accommodation  is 
now  available  within  a few  days  of  diagnosis  of  the  disease. 
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B.C.G.  vaccination  is  given  to  children  at  risk,  either  at  school  or 
clinic,  with  the  parents’  consent. 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  which  is  permanently  based  at  the 
General  Hospital,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne  is  conveniently  available  and 
both  public  and  Doctors’  Sessions  are  held. 

It  is  considered  to  be  productive  of  better  results  and  more  economic 
to  hold  sessions  at  work  and  among  groups  of  people,  rather  than  to  hold 
general  public  sessions. 


III. — GENERAL  EPIDEMIOLOGY. 

The  total  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year  was 
138,  a much  smaller  number  than  for  several  years.  In  1955,  a total  of 
323  and  in  1954,  178  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified. 

MEASLES. 

Following  the  usual  pattern  of  bi-annual  increase,  the  number  of 
notifications  of  Measles  were  very  few  indeed  and  were  scattered  through- 
out the  district.  Twenty-four  cases  were  notified  compared  with  163 
the  year  before.  The  disease  was  mild  in  type. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

There  was  a slight  rise  in  incidence  to  43  cases  notified  during  the 
year,  compared  with  14,  in  1955  and  76,  in  1954. 

Each  year  more  parents  are  having  their  children  immunised  against 
Whooping  Cough,  usually  with  combined  Diphtheria- Whooping  Cough 
prophylactic  and  this  appears  to  be  now  showing  some  effect  on  the 
general  incidence  of  the  disease. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

For  the  ninth  year  in  succession,  no  case  of  Diphtheria  was  notified 
in  the  rural  district. 

The  level  of  immunisation  in  the  district  is,  I am  glad  to  report,  being 
kept  up  to  a good  level  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  protective  injections 
against  other  diseases  are  increasing  in  number.  There  are  few  parents 
who  have  an  active  objection  to  their  children  being  immunised  but  the 
matter  can  be  overlooked  and  missed,  unless  reminded  especially  among 
agricultural  workers  who  move  about  the  countryside. 

ACUTE  POLIOMYELITIS. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  no  case  of  Poliomyelitis  was  notified 
during  1956,  compared  with  two  cases  in  1955,  one  °f  them,  unfortunately, 
fatal. 

SONNE  DYSENTRY. 

In  the  previous  year,  there  had  been  an  outbreak  of  Sonne  Dysentery 
of  considerable  size,  which  reached  its  peak  in  May  and  June  1955. 
Altogether  135  cases  were  notified. 

During  1956,  40  cases  were  notified  some  of  them,  in  the  earlier 
months  of  the  year,  being  the  tail-end  of  the  1955  outbreak  and  the  others 
being  isolated  cases. 
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FOOD  POISONING. 

Two  cases  of  Food  Poisoning,  found  to  be  due  to  Salmonella  Typhi- 
murium  were  notified  in  July  at  a large  Mental  Hospital  in  the  rural 
district.  The  patients  were  placed  in  single  unit  isolation  and  no  further 
case  occurred.  Stool  specimens  of  16  people,  nurses  and  helpers,  were 
submitted  for  laboratory  investigation  and  were  found  to  be  negative. 

A sample  of  sewage  from  the  Hospital’s  Sewage  Works  was  taken  and 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  This  also  was  found  to  be 
negative.  No  link  with  any  article  of  food  could  be  found  and  indeed,  if 
it  had  been,  there  would  have  been  many  more  cases. 

It  would  appear  that  these  were  two  isolated  cases. 

INFLUENZA. 

As  in  the  previous  year,  at  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
the  General  Practitioners  and  Medical  Superintendents  of  Hospitals  were 
asked  to  keep  a special  watch  for  any  cases  of  Influenza  occurring  as 
distinct  from  the  common  cold  and  its  complications,  particularly  during 
the  winter.  The  results  were  negative. 

ANTHRAX  ORDER,  1938. 

In  October,  information  was  received  from  the  police  that  a six 
week  old  pig  at  a local  farm  had  died  suddenly  of  Anthrax.  The  pig  was 
cremated  and  the  stye  and  surroundings  disinfected.  There  was  no 
spread  of  the  disease  to  humans  and  none  of  the  other  animals  were 
affected. 

IV — NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948,  AMENDMENT  ACT,  1951. 

Burial  or  Cremation  of  the  Dead — Section  50. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  this  Section. 

Removal  to  Suitable  Premises  of  Persons  in  need  of  Care  and  Attention — 

Section  47. 

Several  cases  were  investigated  under  this  Section  but  no  formal 
action  was  necessary. 


HOUSING. 

The  position  of  housing  throughout  the  district  as  a whole  can  be  said 
to  be  fairly  satisfactory.  Progress  in  dealing  with  substandard  houses 
has  continued.  In  addition  to  the  488  houses  on  which  action  under 
Section  II  of  the  Housing  Act  1936  has  been  taken  during  the  last  decade, 
a further  94  houses  remain  to  be  dealt  with.  There  are  still  many  houses 
without  a bathroom  and  hot  water  supply  system  and  advantage  continues 
to  be  taken  of  the  provision  of  the  Housing  Act  1949-52  towards  the 
installation  of  these  facilities. 

No  case  of  gross  overcrowding  was  reported  or  found  during  the  year. 

VI.— FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955. 

This  Act,  which  became  operative  on  1st  January,  1956,  consolidates 
previous  enactments  appertaining  to  Food  and  Drugs.  The  detailed 
work  under  this  heading  is  supplied  in  the  Report  of  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector. 
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The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  are  making  an  important  contrib- 
ution to  securing  improvements  in  hygiene  in  the  food  and  catering  trades, 
more  especially  in  the  rear  premises  of  the  establishments,  places  where 
the  public  do  not  normally  visit. 

The  practice  of  informal  talks  on  food  handling  and  hygiene  with  the 
staff  on  the  premises,  as  in  previous  years,  continues  to  work  satisfactorily. 

Details  of  the  sampling  of  ice-cream,  made  by  the  one  manufacturer 
in  the  district,  are  contained  in  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector’s 
Report. 

VII. — WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  last  phase  of  the  implementation  of  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead 
Water  Order  1950  was  nearly  completed.  The  details  have  been  provided 
by  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  and  other  detailed  reports  on  water  supply 
are  set  out  on  pages  26,  27,  28,  29,  30,  31. 

VIII.— ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 

Pollution  of  the  atmosphere  in  this  district  is  mainly  confined  to  the 
eastern  portion  where  coal  mining  is  in  operation.  The  remaining  part 
of  the  district,  being  chiefly  agricultural  and  residential,  does  not  con- 
tribute to  the  fouling  of  the  atmosphere  nearly  so  much.  Until  all  solid 
fuel  burning  grates  being  approved  appliances,  as  recommended  by  the 
Coal  Utilisation  Council  are  in  use,  pollution  of  the  atmosphere  from 
domestic  sources,  will,  unfortunately  continue. 

In  the  past,  Local  Authorities  have  been  severely  handicapped  by  the 
inadequacy  of  legislative  powers  to  control  the  emission  of  smoke  and 
noxious  gases,  but  with  the  introduction  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  this 
position  has,  to  some  extent,  been  rectified  and  it  will  undoubtedly  be  the 
means  of  improving  conditions  generally. 

IX.— WELFARE  OF  OLD  PEOPLE 

During  the  year,  efforts  were  made  towards  the  setting  up  of  a branch 
of  the  Old  People’s  Welfare  Association.  A preliminary  meeting  was 
held  under  the  auspices  of  your  Council,  and  two  further  meetings 
followed. 

The  growth  of  other  voluntary  organisations  such  as  “Over  60  Clubs” 
and  Old  People’s  Voluntary  Welfare  Committees  has  proceeded.  There 
are  two  “Over  60  Clubs”,  one  at  Hazlerigg  and  one  at  Woolsington. 

These  excellent  voluntary  organisations  generally  include  some 
visiting  of  the  sick  and  helping  in  the  various  problems  of  the  aged. 

X.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA. 

The  details  under  this  section  have  been  supplied  in  the  report  of 
Mr.  E.  W.  Strachan,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 

(a)  Hospitals  under  the  Control  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

(i)  Birney  Hill  Convalescent  Hospital. 

(ii)  Ponteland  Hospital. 

(iii)  St,  Mary’s  Hospital,  Stannington 
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(iv)  Thomas  Knight  Memorial  Hospital,  Children’s  Sanatorium, 
Stannington. 

(v)  Burnholme,  Stannington,  for  mental  defectives  attached  to  the 
Northgate  Hospital,  Morpeth. 

(b)  Local  Authority  Homes. 

(i)  Cottage  Homes,  Ponteland  (Newcastle  Corporation). 

(ii)  Louisville  (Children’s  Home),  Ponteland  (Northumberland 
County  Council). 

(iii)  Mona  Taylor  Maternity  Home,  Stannington  (Northumberland 
County  Council). 

(iv)  Thomas  Taylor  Homes,  Stannington  (for  aged  people)  (North- 
umberland County  Council). 

NORTHUMBERLAND  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 

Services  3,  4,  5 and  6 and  the  care  of  the  buildings  under  service  2 
are  administered  by  the  South  Area  Health  Sub-Committee  of  the 
Northumberland  County  Council. 

1.  Domiciliary  Nursing  and  Midwifery. 

There  are  five  nurse/midwives  practising  in  the  district: 

(1)  Nurse  Simpson,  4 Cheviot  View,  Brunswick  Village. 

(2)  Nurse  Cockbum,  The  Bungalow,  Dinnington  Village. 

(3)  Nurse  Brown,  5,  The  Green,  Ponteland. 

(4)  Nurse  Wright,  26,  The  Oval,  Stamfordham. 

(5)  Nurse  Larney,  Wooler  Cottage,  Stannington. 

2.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Nine  Materinty  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  are  situated  in  the  district 
one  at  each  of  the  following  places: — 

Dinnington  Village,  Brunswick  Village,  Brunton  Park,  Hazlerigg, 
Ponteland,  Stamfordham,  Stannington  Village,  Stannington  Settle- 
ment and  Heddon-on-the-Wall. 

Sessions  are  held  for  babies,  children  up  to  five  years  and  for  expectant 
mothers  as  well  as  immunisation  sessions. 

3.  Ambulance  Service. 

The  south  western  part  of  the  district  is  covered  by  ambulances  of 
the  Throckley  and  Wideopen  Stations  and  the  northern  part  by  ambul- 
ances of  the  Morpeth  Station. 

On  April  21st,  1956,  the  control  system  by  radio  was  extended  so 
that  this  depot  receives  all  calls  from  4-0  p.m.,  to  8-0  a.m.,  on  weekdays 
and  from  2-0  p.m.  to  8-0  a.m.,  on  Mondays  for  the  areas  covered  by  the 
Ashington,  Bedlington,  Blyth,  Seaton  Delaval,  Throckley,  Prudhoe, 
Wallsend  and  Whitley  Bay  depots,  in  fact,  from  the  whole  of  the  sourthern 
part  of  the  County,  and  relays  them  to  their  respective  stations. 

1956,  saw  the  introduction  of  diesel  abulances  to  the  Service  and 
two  were  put  into  use  at  Wideopen. 

During  the  year,  ambulances  of  this  station  made  a total  of  5,774 
journeys,  carried  21,830  patients  including  740  accident  and  emergency 
cases  and  3,164  stretcher  cases  and  did  a total  of  163,843  miles. 
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4.  Vaccination  and  immunisation. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  is  carried  out  at  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Centres  (children  o -5  years),  at  the  schools  and  by  the 
general  Practitioners  of  the  district. 

The  figures  below  which  are  given  in  brackets  indicate  those  for  the 
previous  year  and  are  given  for  comparison. 

At  the  31st  December,  1956,  90%  (86%)  of  the  total  child  population 
of  the  rural  district  had  been  immunised  against  diphtheria  at  some  time 
during  their  lives.  73%  (66%)  of  the  children  0-4  years,  98%  (98%) 
of  the  children  5-14  years. 

The  Immunity  Index,  which  shows  the  number  of  children  in  each 
age  group  immunised  during  the  last  five  years,  was  introduced  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  in  1953  and  now  serves  as  a very  useful  indication  of 
the  more  complete  immunisation  in  the  district.  At  the  end  of  1956, 
the  Index  of  Castle  Ward  was  as  follows  : — 


Children  under  1 year 
1 to  4 years 
5 to  14  years 

Total  Immunity  Index  for  all 
children  under  15  years  of  age 


24%  (16%) 
89%(82%) 
92%  (90%) 

84%  (81%) 


This  considerable  increase  during  the  year,  especially  noticeable  in 
the  under  1 year  age  group,  is  encouraging.  The  aim  of  the  campaign 
is  still  to  secure  the  immunisation  of  not  less  than  75%  of  babies  before 
their  first  birthday  and  to  keep  the  immunisation  at  an  adequate  level 
throughout  school  life. 


Altogether  276  primary  immunisations,  with  a single  antigen,  of 
which  196  were  children  under  1 year  of  age,  were  completed  during  the 
year  and  224  refresher  doses  given. 


In  addition,  237  children,  of  whom  185  were  under  1 year  of  age, 
received  complete  primary  immunisation  with  the  combined  antigen  of 
diphtheria  and  whooping  cough,  and  24  children,  of  whom  20  were  under 
1 year  of  age,  received  protection  with  the  treble  antigen  of  diphtheria, 
whooping  cough  and  tetanus. 


Whooping  Cough  Prophylaxis. 

During  the  year  a total  of  244  children,  187  being  under  1 year  of  age, 
received  this  prophylaxis  either  with  pertussis  vaccine  or  the  combined 
antigen,  compared  with  a total  of  140,  in  1955  and  84,  in  1954. 

24  Children  received  protection  against  this  disease  by  immunisation 
with  the  treble  antigen. 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox. 

There  were  no  (95  primary  vaccinations  against  smallpox  during  the 
year  and  24  re-vaccinations  (20).  These  figures  show  very  little  improve- 
ment during  the  last  two  years.  They  are  extremely  small  and  leave  a 
considerable  proportion  of  the  population  at  risk  should  a case  of  small- 
pox arise,  which,  in  these  days  of  rapid  travel,  is  an  ever  present  danger. 
Increased  efforts  are  still  being  made  to  persuade  parents  to  have  their 
babies  vaccinated. 
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Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis. 

A commencement  was  made  with  vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis, 
but  the  amount  of  vaccine  available  was  small  and  only  a few  children 
from  certain  selected  months  and  years  received  injections.  This  was 
done  on  a central  basis,  as  supplies  of  vaccine  improve,  vaccination  will 
be  done  on  an  area  basis. 

5.  Home  Help  Service. 

During  the  year  a total  of  78  patients,  resident  in  the  rural  district, 
received  the  services  of  a Home  Help  for  varying  periods.  This  was  the 
same  number  of  patients  who  were  served  in  the  previous  year.  The 
cases  included  11  (12)  confinements,  21  (16)  cases  of  a.ute  illness,  44  (47) 
aged  and  infirm  people,  1(1)  blind  person  and  one  case  of  Tuberculosis  (1). 
The  figures  in  brackets  indicate  the  numbers  served  in  1955. 

6.  Care  and  After-care. 

The  Gosforth  and  Castle  Ward  After-Care  Sub-Committee  held 
regular  meetings  throughout  the  year.  As  previously,  efforts  were  made 
to  give  aid  to  those  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  with  milk,  clothing,  travel- 
ling expenses  of  relatives  visiting  hospitals,  etc.  The  now  much  improved 
prognosis  has  resulted  in  fewer  patients  requiring  this  aid,  but  has 
increased  the  importance  of  giving  help  towards  re-habilitation. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Sub-Committee  decided  to  extend  its 
activities  to  include  cases  of  chest  and  cardiac  diseases,  other  than 
Tuberculosis,  according  to  the  lead  given  by  the  National  Association 
for  the  Prevention  of  Tuberculosis. 

7.  Nursing  Care  Committees. 

There  are  three  Nursing  Care  Committees  in  the  district,  Blagdon 
and  Stannington,  Ponteland  and  Stamfordham.  The  Gos'orth  and 
Castle  Ward  Care  and  After-Care  Sub-Committee  look  after  the  needs  of 
the  Dinnington  District. 

The  Nursing  Care  Committees  are  voluntary  organisations  who  visit 
sick  people  on  occasions  and  supply  articles  of  nursing  equipment  as 
required.  The  South  Area  Health  Sub-Committee  supplies  larger  items 
if  necessary.  The  district  Nurse  keeps  a supply  of  smaller  articles  of 
equipment  at  her  house  for  loan  to  suitable  cases. 

STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Particulars  of  District: 

Area  (in  acres) 

82.846 

Registrar  General’s  estimated  population 

17,470 

Number  of  habitable  houses 

5.101 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate 

£>58 

Rateable  value 

^231,601 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics: 

Males 

Females  Total 

Live  births  (leg.) 

140 

1 19  259 

Live  births  (illeg.) 

5 

1 6 

Still  births 

5 

1 6 

Deaths 

171 

171  34.2 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

152 

Still  births  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 

22.1 

Death  Rate  . . 

12.0 

i3 


Deaths  from  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  : 

Maternal  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 
Death  Rate  of  Infants  Under  i Year  : 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

DEATH  : 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

Measles  (all  ages) 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  . . 


3-6 

15.0 


30 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  CASTLE  WARD  AREA,  1956. 


Institutional 

Males  Females  Total  Deaths 


ALL  CAUSES  

171 

171 

342 

(163) 

I. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

4 

— 

4 

(2) 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— . 

3- 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

1 

1 

(1) 

4- 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5- 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningo-coccal  infections 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7- 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— ■ 

— 

■ — ■ 

— ■ 

8. 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

9- 

Other  Infective  & Parasitic  Diseases 

— . 

1 

1 

— 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

1 

2 

3 

— • 

11. 

,,  ,,  Lung,  Bronchus  5 

— ■ 

5 

(1) 

12. 

,,  ,,  Breast 

— 

5 

5 

(1) 

13- 

„ ,,  Uterus 

— 

1 

1 

14. 

Other  Malignant  & Lymphatic  Neo- 
plasms 

8 

8 

16 

_ 

15- 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

1 

(1) 

16. 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

40 

39 

79 

(46) 

I7- 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

30 

12 

42 

(8) 

18. 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

5 

2 

7 

(4) 

19. 

Other  Heart  Disease 

41 

54 

95 

(66) 

20. 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

1 

8 

9 

(4) 

21. 

Influenza 

1 

- — - 

1 

22. 

Pheumonia 

5 

10 

15 

(9) 

23- 

Bronchitis 

3 

3 

6 

(1) 

24. 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory 
System 

2 

1 

3 

(3) 

25- 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  & Duodenum  . . 

1 

1 

2 

— 

26. 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  & Diarrhoea  . . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

27. 

Nephritis  & Nephrosis 

1 

— 

1 

— 

28. 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

— 

1 

1 

— 

29. 

Congenital  Malformations 

1 

2 

3 

(2) 

30- 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined 
Diseases 

14 

14 

28 

(11) 

Si- 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

4 

4 

32. 

All  other  Accidents 

2 

4 

6 

(2) 

33- 

Suicide 

2 

2 

(1) 

(Figures  in  brackets  indicate  Hospital  deaths). 
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BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES  (per  1,000  Population). 

BIRTHS.  DEATHS. 


Castle 

England  & 

Castle 

England  & 

Ward. 

Wales 

Ward. 

Wales. 

1937 

. . 

13-7 

15-5 

9.9. 

12.4 

1938 

15-2 

15-7 

9-3 

1 1. 6 

1939 

14.2 

15-5 

8.8 

12. 1 

1940 

I3-1 

151 

8-3 

14-3 

I941 

. • 

13.0 

I5,7 

19.0 

11. 6 

1942 

. . 

15-9 

16.3 

IO.I 

11. 6 

1943 

. . 

15-7 

17.0 

9-3 

12. 1 

1944 

. . 

17-5 

18. 1 

12.6 

11. 6 

1945 

. . 

14.9 

16.5 

11. 6 

11.4 

1946 

. . 

17.2 

19.6 

10.7 

II-5 

1947 

. . 

14.9 

21.0 

II-5 

12.0 

I948 

15-4 

18.3 

10.9 

10.8 

1949 

. . 

15.8 

16.7 

10. 0 

11.7 

1950 

15.6 

15-8 

10.47 

11. 6 

I95i 

• • 

14.2 

15-5 

10.43 

12.5 

1952 

13.8 

15-3 

17-05 

11 -3 

1953 

. . 

13-7 

15-5 

19.9 

11.4 

1954 

I5-58 

15.2 

20.02 

n-3 

1955 

16.4 

15.0 

17.89 

11.7 

1956 

15.2 

15-7 

12.0 

n.7 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES 

Castle  England  & 


Ward. 

Walt 

1942 

30.0 

49 

1943 

28.5 

49 

1944 

41.8 

46 

1945 

5°-9 

46 

1946 

43.0 

43 

1947 

41.0 

4i 

1948 

26.3 

34 

1949 

13.4 

32 

1950 

13.4 

29.8 

I95i 

19.2 

29.6 

1952 

55-o 

27.6 

1953 

51-3 

25-5 

1954 

27.1 

25-5 

1955 

28.6 

24.9 

1956 

15.0 

INFANT  MORTALITY,  1956. 

23.8 

Prematurity  . . . . . . . . 8 hours 

Spontaneous  Intraventricular  haemhorrage  i day 
Cerebral  Haemhorrage  . . . . 20  hours 

Asphyxia  neonatorum  . . . . . . 15  minutes. 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  table  on  page  16  gives  the  number  and  age  groups  of  the  cases 
of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORY  SERVICE. 


Positive 

Negative 

Throat  Swabs  for  Diphtheria 

. . — 

4 

Throat  Swabs  for  Haemolytic  Streptococci 

5 

4 

Specimens  of  Sputum  for  Tuberculosis 

3 

Gastric  aspiration  for  Inoculation  (Tuberculosis) 

. . — • 

4 

Urine  for  Pus  Cells  and  Culture 



1 

Stool  specimens  for  Dysentery 

• • 30 

153 

Stool  specimens  for  other  purposes 

7 

12 

Nasal  swabs  for  Pertussis 

1 

2 

% 

43 

i83 

Total 

226 

FOOD  POISONING  RETURN, 

1956. 

Outbreaks  Due  to  Identified  Agents: 

Total  Outbreaks  . . Nil. 

Total  Cases  . . 

Nil. 

Outbreaks  Due  To  : 

(a)  Chemical  Poisons 

Nil 

(b)  Salmonella  Organisms 

Nil 

(c)  Staphyloccocci  (Including  Toxin) 

Nil 

(d)  Cl.  botulinum 

Nil 

(e)  Other  bacteria 

Nil 

OUBREAKS  OF  UNDISCOVERED  CAUSE! 

Total  Outbreaks  . . Nil  Total  Cases  Nil 


Single  Cases:  . . 2 

Agent  Identified  . . 2 

(1  M.  Salmonella  Typhimurium) 
(1  M.  Salmonella  Typhimurium). 

Number  of  Deaths  . . Nil 
Food  Involed  . . . . Nil 


NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  YEARLY  RETURN,  1956. 


1 6 


Deaths 

1 1 1 ! 1 1 

Hosp- 

ital 

1 1 1 1 1 1 

Total 

pci 

NN  I N I 1 

Ml  II 

£ 

*"5  m 1 

Age 

unknown 

1 

1 h 1 1 1 1 

S 

1 1 1 1 M 

25  & 
over 

Pel 

1 h M 1 1 

§ 

1 1 r 1 1 

1 

in 

H 

pci 

11  1 1 1 1 

s 

1 h 11 1 1 

1 

c 

pci 

1 M 1 1 1 1 

§ 

1 1 11  m 

10 

pel 

0 0 1 0 1 1 

§ 

M 00  1 Tj-  I I 

1 H | 1 

1 

on 

pci 

M"  I'l  l 1 

on^|  | | | 

l 

M.  F. 

H H 1 1 

2 

4 

2 

1 = 

1 

O 

pci 

1 M 1 1 1 1 

1 M 1 1 1 1 

Disease 

Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough  . . 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Diphtheria 

Polio  Encephalitis 

Deaths 

h 1 1 II  1 1 1 1 1 1 II 

1 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Total 

pxl  ^ 1 1 1 H 1 II  10  1 1 

a"S?l  1 r 1 1 1 1 N 1 

Age 

Unknown 

1 1 1 II 1 1 1 1 1 1 

g 1 1 1 1 1 II 1 1 II 1 

^ & 
g > 

o3  0 
in 

10 

I 

z 

'T 

M. 

2 

1 

1 

U 

T 

n 

t 

h ll  l 1 l l l l l l 1 1 

M. 

1 

7 

2 

1 

1 

h 

h 

n 

4 

F. 

1 

5 

5 

§ 1 *T  1 1 II  1 1 1 H 1 

14 

n 

hM,nl  1 1 1 1 1 1 II  1 

M. 

1 

A 

1 

h"‘°l  1 1 1 1 1 1 II  1 

M. 

3 

Acute  Pheumonia 
Dysentery 

Smallpox 

Acute  Enc.  Lethargica 
Paratyphoid 

Erysipelas 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  . . 
Opthalmia  Neonatorum 
Malaria 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Food  Poisoning 

Enteric  & Typhoid  Fever 

DIPHTHERIA  NOTIFICATIONS  AND  DEATHS. 


Notifications 

Deaths 

1935 

13 

Nil 

1936 

23 

Nil 

1937 

12 

1 

1938 

36 

Nil 

1939 

34 

1 

1940 

18 

Nil 

I941 

19 

Nil 

1942 

23 

4 

1943 

6 

Nil 

1944 

Q 

1 

1945 

8 

Nil 

1946 

4 

Nil 

1947 

2 

Nil 

1948 

Nil 

Nil 

1949 

Nil 

Nil 

1950 

Nil 

Nil 

1951 

Nil 

Nil 

1952 

Nil 

Nil 

1953 

Nil 

Nil 

1954 

Nil 

Nil 

1955 

Nil 

Nil 

1956 

Nil 

Nil 

TUBERCULOSIS— AGE  GROUPS . 


Age  Periods 

New  cases  notified  as  occurring 
in  the  Rural  District  during  1956. 

Pulmonary 

N on-Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 

— 

F — 

— 

— 

1 — 5 

5—i5 

1 

— 

1 

— 

15—25  

— 

— 

— 

— 

25—35  

1 

1 

— 

— 

35—45  

4 

— 

— • 

— 

45—55  

2 

1 

— 

1 

55—65  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Age  Unknown 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

8 

3 

1 

1 

11 

2 

13 

STATEMENT  OF  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS,  1956. 
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No.  of  cases 
remaining 

Pul.  j Non- 
monary  j Pul. 

O 00 

W M 

00  t)- 

00  10 

H 

00  m 

H 

54 

57 

54 

55 

55 

59 

ON  ON 

10 

No.  of  cases 
removed  from 
Register 

Non- 

Pul. 

1 1 

tJ- 

1 

1 1 

1 1 

Pul- 

monary 

1 1 
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(Figures  in  brackets  indicate  Inward  Transfers  to  the  district). 
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Annual  Report  of  the 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Cleansing  Superintendent,  1956 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Progressive  activity  in  the  field  of  environmental  hygiene  has  been 
maintained  throughout  the  year.  New  legislation  and  Regulations  have 
widened  the  scope  of  the  work  in  the  department.  Reports  under  the 
following  headings  give  an  indication  of  the  progress  made.  As  in  previous 
years  the  system  of  personal  contact  and  informal  notices  has  largely 
been  employed  in  connection  with  the  remedying  of  nuisances  and  housing 
repairs  to  the  ultimate  benefit  of  all  concerned. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


(a)  Milk  Supply. 

Under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949,  the  Local  Authority 
is  responsible  for  the  hygienic  handling  of  milk  by  retailers  of  whom  there 
are  sixteen  operating  in  the  district. 

Registered  Dairymen  : — 

Mr.  J.  H.  Brown,  Ivy  House,  Kenton  Bank  Foot. 

Mr.  J.  Hudspeth,  North  Brunton  Dairy  Farm,  Gosforth. 
Cramlington  and  District  Co-operative  Society  Ltd. 

Mr.  H.  Thompson,  “Kenmore”,  Dinnington  Village. 

Mr.  F.  H.  Rowlinson,  Middle  Brunton  East  Farm,  Gosforth. 

Mr.  J.  Moorhouse,  Newbiggin  Hall  Farm,  Newbiggin,  Westerhope. 
Mr.  J.  H.  Hopper  (Tynedale  Bakeries),  413,  Chillingham  Road, 
Newcastle,  6. 

Messrs.  W.  & J.  Pearson,  Grey  Street,  Brunswick  Village. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Heron,  Woodside,  Darras  Hall. 

Newcastle  upon  Tyne  Co-operative  Society  Ltd. 

Throckley  and  District  Co-operative  Society  Ltd. 

Stephenson  Dairies  (Ponteland  Depot),  38,  Creighton  Avenue, 
Kenton,  Newcastle. 

Mr.  E.  D.  Coltman,  65,  Silver  Lonnen,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  5. 
Messrs.  J.  T.  and  R.  Graham,  Wylam  Hills  Farm,  Wylam. 

Mr.  R.  Henry,  Wood  End,  Brunton  Bridge. 

Mr.  H.  J.  Farquhar,  10,  Queensway,  Brunton  Park. 


Forty-eight  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  during  the  year  for  the  methylene  blue  test  and  for  the 
presence  of  tubercle  bacilli.  Results  are  as  follows  : — 

40  samples  satisfied  the  methylene  blue  test. 

1 sample  decolourised  the  methylene  blue  test  in  4^  hours. 

2 samples  ,,  ,,  „ ,,  ,,  ,,  3^  ,, 

1 sample  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,, 

2 samples  ,,  ,,  „ ,,  ,,  ,,  1 

2 samples  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  i ,, 


The  samples  submitted  for  biological  examination  for  the  presence  of 
tubercle  bacilli  all  proved  negative. 
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Co-operation  is  maintained  with  the  County  Milk  Production  Officer 
to  whom  methylene  blue  results  of  milk  samples  from  Producers  and 
Producer-Retailers  are  forwarded. 

All  samples  notified  as  containing  tubercle  bacilli  are  immediately 
reported  to  the  Chief  Veterinary  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  for  necessary  action. 

During  the  year  13  dairy  farms  changed  over  from  the  production  of 
Undesignated  milk  and  were  licensed  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food  for  the  production  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk.  This 
brings  the  total  number  of  designated  producers  of  milk  in  the  district  to 
55,  leaving  a total  of  44  dairy  farms  producing  undesignated  milk. 
During  the  year  one  dairy  farm  producing  undesignated  milk  terminated 
registration. 

Specified  areas  in  which  only  designated  milk  may  be  retailed  is  at 
present  confined  to  Newcastle  and  Blyth  districts.  It  is  expected  that  the 
next  area  to  be  specified  will  cover  this  district  together  with  Morpeth 
Borough,  Morpeth  R.D.C.,  Alnwick  U.D.,  Alnmouth  R.D.C.,  and 
Rothbury. 

Complaints  of  chipped  milk  bottles  were  investigated  and  appropriate 
action  with  the  suppliers  rectified  the  position. 

(b)  FOOD  PREMISES. 

The  following  are  the  types  of  food  premises  in  the  district  : — 


Bakeries  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Butchers  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Cafes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Canteens  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Clubs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

General  Dealers  (including  Grocers  and  Green- 
grocers) . . . . . . . . . . 31 

Public  Houses  . . . . . . . . 19 

School  Kitchens  . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Of  the  above  premises  thirty-four  are  registered  under  Section  16  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  as  follows  : — 

Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  . . . . 1 

Sale  of  pre-packed  Ice  Cream  . . . . 25 

Manufacture  of  sausage  and  preserved  meats  . . 8 

This  is  an  increase  of  3 compared  with  31  in  1955. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955,  became  operative  on  1st  January,  1956. 
This  Act  is  a consolidation  measure;  it  repeals  the  1954  Act  and  consolid- 
ates it  together  with  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  The  Food  and 
Drugs  (Milk,  Dairies  and  Artificial  Cream)  Act  1950  and  certain  other 
enactments  amending  and  supplementing  Part  V of  the  1938  Act 
in  relation  to  Slaughterhouses  and  Knackers  Yards. 


SAMPLING  OF  FOOD. 

This  work  is  undertaken  by  the  County  Council  under  the  direction 
of  Mr.  Arlidge,  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Weights  and  Measure  Department 
to  whom  I am  obliged  for  the  following  Report  : — 
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During  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1956,  the  County  Sampling 
Officers  procured  a total  of  101  samples  in  Castle  Ward  Rural  District. 
The  articles  sampled  were  as  follows  : — 


Beef  Sausages 

Grapes 

Beef  Sausagemeat 

Horseradish  Relish 

Biscuits 

Ice  Cream 

Blackberry  Jelly 

Lard 

Bronchial  Mixture 

Lime  Jelly 

Butter 

Luncheon  Meat 

Cauliflower  Soup 

Lunch  Tongue 

Cherryade 

Malt  Vinegar 

Cheshire  Cheese 

Meat  Pies 

Chopped  Prime  Chicken 

Milk 

Chlorophyll  Chewing  Gum 

Minced  Beef 

Chocolate  Christmas  Crackers 

Minced  Beef  Loaf 

Chocolate  Eclairs 

Minced  Chicken 

Cooked  Beef  Steak 

Pineapple  Jam 

Cooked  Ham 

Pork  Sausages 

Cocktail  Drink 

Potted  Meat 

Condensed  Milk 

Raspberryade  Powder 

Curry  Powder 

Raspberry  Vinegar 

Extract  of  Ginger 

Table  Jelly 

Fresh  Cream 

Vegetable  Salad 

Fullers  Earth 

Water  Melon 

Glycerine  Lemon  Balsam 

White  Pepper 

Only  three  samples  were  reported  by  the  Public  Analyst  as  unsatis- 

factory.  Samples  of  Beef  Sausagemeat  and  Pork  Sausages  were  found  to 
contain  Sulphur  Dioxide,  the  presence  of  which  had  not  been  declared 
to  the  purchaser.  The  Vendors  of  these  articles  were  cautioned.  In 
the  case  of  the  third  sample — Milk — reported  to  be  16%  deficient  in  Fat — 
no  proceedings  were  possible,  as  the  producer  died  a few  days  after  the 
purchase  of  the  sample. 

FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS  1955. 

The  regulations  made  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955  came  into 
operation  on  1st  January,  1956.  Some  of  the  requirements  were  deferred 
implementation  until  1st  July,  1956.  Under  the  Regulations  the  control 
of  the  handling,  sale,  storage  and  transportation  of  food  has  been  consider- 
ably increased.  It  is  a measure  which  has  been  long  overdue. 

All  the  food  premises  are  visited  regularly  and  in  this  connection  265 
visits  were  made.  Under  the  above  regulations  five  wash-hand  basins 
with  hot  and  cold  water  supply  were  installed.  Three  contraventions  of 
the  Byelaws  with  respect  to  food  handling  were  dealt  with  after  interview. 
The  practice  of  giving  informal  talks  on  the  premises  in  connection  with 
personal  hygiene  and  the  handling  of  food  was  continued. 

(c)  DISPOSAL  OF  CONDEMNED  FOOD. 

1.  Meat  and  Offal — Weekly,  or  bi-weekly  if  necessary,  collection  at 

slaughterhouses  by  a firm  of  Glue  and  Chemical 
Manufacturers.  The  amount  received  for  the 
sale  of  this  meat  and  offal  amounted  to 
£56  9s.  iod. 

2.  Other  Foods  — Incineration  at  Council’s  refuse  disposal  points. 
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(d)  ICE  CREAM  (HEAT  TREATMENT)  REGULATIONS,  1947. 

There  is  one  manufacturer  of  ice  cream  in  the  district  whose  opera- 
tional period  is  usually  confined  to  the  summer  season. 

During  the  year  io  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  and  submitted  to 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacterilogocal  examination  with  the 
following  results  : — 

Grade  i . . . . . . 9 samples 

Grade  2 . . . . . . 1 sample 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

There  are  six  licensed  Slaughterhouses  within  the  district  : — 

1.  Mr.  J.  Anderson,  North  Grange  Farm,  Ponteland. 

2.  Mr.  T.  Bewick,  Diamond  Inn,  Ponteland. 

3.  Messrs.  N.  Wilson  & Sons,  West  View,  Stamfordham. 

4.  Mr.  E.  Lumley,  Bridge  End,  Stamfordham. 

5.  Cramlington  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  Brunswick  Village 

Branch. 

6.  Mr.  J.  Ball,  4,  Darrell  Street,  Brunswick  Village. 

A regular  inspection,  and  where  possible  ante-mortem,  of  all  the 
animals  slaughtered  in  all  Slaughterhouses  has  been  maintained  through- 
out the  year,  which,  in  a Rural  District,  is  pleasing  to  report.  The  larger 
proportion  of  the  animals  slaughtered  takes  place  in  Ponteland,  but 
visits  to  Stamfordham  and  Brunswick  involve  travelling  a distance  of 
fourteen  miles  return  in  both  cases. 
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CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 
IN  WHOLE  OR  IN  PART 


Cattle 

excld. 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

Number  killed 

1,266 

200 

(14) 

278 

3,630 

(61) 

1,235 

6,609 

Number  Examined 

1,266 

200 

(14) 

278 

3,630 

(61) 

1,235 

(9) 

6.609 

All  Diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

7 

1 

17(3) 

6 

47(26) 

7(i) 

84 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned 

391 

35 

2 

18 

I27 

573 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis & cysticerci 

3i-5% 

26.0% 

2.9% 

i.B% 

10.9% 

9-9% 

Tuberculosis  Only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

12 

5 

— 

— 

— 

17 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned 

47(i) 

20 





15 

82 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

4-7% 

12.5% 

' 1-2% 

i-5% 

The  number  of  casualties  are  shown  in  brackets  and  are  included  in 
the  total  figures.  Nine  hundred  and  forty-seven  visits  were  made  to  the 
Slaughter-house  during  the  year. 
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The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year  has  increased 


by  : — 

Cattle  (Excluding  Cows)  . . . . . . 47.7% 

Cows  . . . . . . . . . . 41.9% 

Calves  . . . . . . . . . . 742.4% 

Sheep  & Lambs  . . . . . . . . 44.2% 

Pigs  39-4% 

Total  . . . . . . . . . . 49.0% 


It  is  interesting  to  note  that  out  of  141  cows  slaughtered  during  1955, 
7 were  condemned  for  Generalised  Tuberculosis  and  carcases  of  which 
part  or  some  organ  was  condemned  for  the  same  cause  numbered  32. 
During  1956  out  of  200  cows  slaughtered,  only  5 were  total  condemnations 
and  in  20  carcases  some  part  or  organ  was  condemned  for  the  same 
disease. 

Brief  mention  was  made  in  last  year’s  report  to  the  final  report  of  the 
Interdepartmental  Committee  on  Slaughter  Houses  published  in  July, 
1955  when  it  was  stated  that  this  district  was  grouped  with  17  other  Local 
Authorities  for  the  purpose  of  forming  one  of  the  700  points  of  Central 
Slaughter  throughout  the  Country.  The  Government  considered  the 
report  and  published  a White  Paper  (Cmd  9761)  outlining  its  policy  which 
included  (a)  That  the  original  recommendation  for  large  units  for  the 
slaughter  of  animals  for  populations  of  500, 000  or  more  has  been  discarded 
(b)  The  responsibility  of  providing  adequate  slaughter  facilities  is  to 
remain  with  the  Local  Authority  (c)  That  new  legislation  is  to  be  intro- 
duced, which  will  deal  with  the  constructions  and  layout  of  new  slaughter 
houses  and  the  alteration  of  existing  slaughterhouses,  to  bring  them  up 
to  the  new  standards. 

As  I have  suggested  in  previous  reports  I consider  that  Ponteland, 
being  a live-stock  Mart  Centre  and  occupying  a Central  position,  is 
admirably  suited  for  a Central  Slaughter  House  or  Abattoir  which  would 
serve  the  entire  district  and  surrounding  areas. 

BYELAWS  FOR  PRIVATE  SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

On  the  thirteenth  day  of  September,  1956,  the  Council  approved  new 
Byelaws  which  was  later  confirmed  by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  October  1956.  The  new 
Byelaw  is  an  improvement  on  those  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in 
1933.  Provision  for  sterilisation  units  for  knives  and  cloths  used  in  the 
course  of  slaughter,  adequate  sanitary  accommodation  and  washing 
facilities  for  the  personnel  are  now  obligatory. 

ANTHRAX  ORDER,  1938. 

This  order  is  operated  by  the  County  Constabulary  and  during  the 
year  notification  was  received  from  them  of  one  case  of  Anthrax,  which 
was  subsequently  confirmed,  in  an  animal  on  a farm  in  the  district.  The 
farm  was  visited  and  human  contacts  kept  under  surveillance  until  the 
risk  of  their  contracting  the  disease  had  passed. 

FOOT  AND  MOUTH  DISEASE. 

No  case  of  foot  and  mouth  disease  was  reported  during  the  year 
within  the  district  nor  did  any  part  of  the  district  come  within  the  fifteen 
mile  radius  of  any  other  reported  outbreak. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

(The  Removal  of  Household  and  Trade  Refuse). 

The  estimated  area  of  the  district  is  calculated  to  be  approximately 
130  square  miles  and  consists  of  13  Parishes  of  which  each  receive  a refuse 
collection  service. 

There  is  also  a septic  tank  emptying  service  which  operates  through- 
out the  district.  No  charge  is  made  for  this  work.  During  1956  94  tanks 
were  emptied.  The  machinery  used  consists  of  a 6 cwt.  portable  pump 
and  a 250  gallon  sludge  trailer. 

The  continued  improvement  of  houses  in  the  more  rural  part  of  the 
district,  involving  the  installation  of  complete  new  drainage  systems  with 
septic  tanks,  creates  an  increasing  demand  for  the  service. 

For  the  purpose  of  administration  and  control,  the  district  is  divided 
into  five  sectors.  One  refuse  collecting  vehicle  with  chargeman,  driver 
and  loader(s)  is  allocated  to  each  sector.  The  chargeman  is  responsible 
for  his  Sector  and  takes  instruction  direct  from  the  office;  there  is  no 
general  foreman. 

In  the  built-up  areas  of  the  district  a weekly  collection  of  refuse  is 
made.  With  the  continued  development  in  the  Melton  Park,  Brunton 
Park  and  Darras  Hall  estate,  this  weekly  collection  is  maintained  with 
difficulty,  and  a future  increase  in  the  size  of  the  Clenasing  Service  is  fore- 
seen. In  the  remainder  of  the  district  the  collection  is  in  general  every 
fortnight,  although  hospitals,  institutions  and  some  villages  are  serviced 
weekly. 

During  the  year  1956  there  have  been  further  wage  increases,  but 
again,  the  sale  of  salvage  has  helped  towards  off-setting  this. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

Points  of  disposal  in  the  district  are  as  follows  : — 

1.  Brickyard  Quarry,  Ponteland  (rapidly  filling  up). 

2.  Shotton  Edge  (Quarry). 

3.  Stannington  (Quarry). 

4.  Belsay  (2  Quarries). 

5.  Stobhill  (Cheeseburn  Grange). 

6.  Whalton. 

7.  Heddon-on-the-Wall. 

8.  Mill  Hill  Dinnington. 

The  disposal  point  at  Mill  Hill  is  a deep  excavation  left  after  open- 
cast coal  operations,  and  some  4-5  acres  of  marsh  land  west  of  Brunswick 
Village.  In  addition,  by  agreement  with  the  National  Coal  Board, 
disposal  is  effected  by  tipping  into  adisused  pit  shaft  at  Mill  Hill.  During 
the  year  one  shaft  has  been  filled  and  filling  commenced  on  a second  shaft. 
This  serves  the  areas  of  Melton  Park,  Brunton  Park,  Brunswick,  Hazlerigg 
and  Dinnington. 

To  employ  a system  of  controlled  tipping  on  the  eight  points  of 
disposal  in  the  district  would  considerably  increase  the  present  cost  of  the 
Cleansing  Service,  but  the  time  is  approaching  when  at  least  one 
disposal  point  (Ponteland  Brick  Yard  Site)  this  method  will  need  adopting. 
To  assist  in  this  work  it  will  be  necessary  to  purchase  some  mechanical 
earth  moving  equipment.  Having  regard  to  the  distances  involved 
between  the  eight  sites,  the  acquisition  of  a mule-dozer  would  be  the  most 
economical  way  of  dealing  with  this  problem. 
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Salvage. 

The  collection  of  salvage  in  the  form  of  paper,  cardboard,  books  etc., 
rags  and  scrap  metal,  continued.  There  was  an  increase  of  approximately 
5^  tons  compared  with  the  previous  year.  The  salvage  is  collected  at 
the  same  time  of  removing  household  refuse,  and  is  deposited  at  the 
salvage  depot,  Brickyard,  Ponteland,  where  it  is  graded  and  baled. 


The  Thames  Board  Mills  with  whom  the  Council  have  a contract, 
which  terminates  in  i960,  restricted  the  quantity  of  salvage  paper  etc., 
that  they  were  prepared  to  receive,  to  approximately  eight  tons  per 
month.  Consequently  a considerable  quantity  of  paper  which  could  be 
salvaged  has  to  be  destroyed  by  burning. 


Paper  and  Cardboard 
Rags 

Scrap  Metal 


Tons 

Cwts.  Qtrs.  Lbs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

102 

10  3 — 

901 

10 

8 

4 

1 11  — 

104 

19 

0 

19 

N 

<N 

1 

159 

3 

4 

Total 


126  3 2 22  1,165  13  0 


WATER. 

The  following  history  of  the  events  leading  to  the  making  of  the 
Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Order,  1950,  are  repeated  so  as  to  present 
a coherent  picture  of  developments  in  the  water  supply  situation. 

During  the  years  preceding  1950  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water 
Company  supplied  water  under  pressure  to  the  eastern  part  of  the  district 
only.  At  that  time  it  was  considered  that  approximately  two-thirds  of 
the  population  was  served  from  that  source.  The  remaining  part  of  the 
district  relied  on  wells  and  springs  and  in  a number  of  cases,  boreholes. 

At  a Public  Enquiry  on  25th  October,  1949,  the  Newcastle  and 
Gateshead  Water  Company  applied  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  an 
Order  to  extend  their  water  mains  throughout  the  area  of  the  Rural 
District.  For  the  purpose  of  the  enquiry,  information  under  the  follow- 
ing headings  was  collected  : — 

(a)  House  or  Premises. 

(b)  Category  of  House. 

(c)  Occupants. 

(d)  Number  of  rooms. 

(e)  Water  supply,  baths,  etc.,  Council  or  Private. 

(f)  Type  of  Sanitary  Convenience. 

(g)  Position  of  Sanitary  Convenience. 

(h)  Remarks,  i.e.,  Special  Sewage  Disposal. 

Some  275  farms  and  1,210  other  dwellings  were  visited.  These 
premises  were  spread  over  forty-five  parishes,  forty-nine  samples  of  water 
were  taken,  some  for  chemical  analysis  and  bacteriological  examination 
and  others  for  bacteriological  examination  only.  The  information 
collected  as  a result  of  this  survey  has  proved  invaluable  to  the  Council 
in  many  ways. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  scheme,  which  was  designed  by  Mr.  S.  G. 
Barrett,  M.I.C.E.,  Engineer  of  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water 
Company,  was  ^280,000. 
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The  Ministry  of  Health  approved  the  application,  and  an  Order  known 
as  the  “Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Order,  1950’’  became  operative 
on  31st  July,  1950.  Included  in  the  Order  was  the  construction  of  two 
service  reservoirs,  one  situated  at  Harlow  Hill  capable  of  storing  750,000 
gallons  and  the  other  at  Moot  Law  with  a storage  capacity  of  3,000,000 
gallons.  Pumping  units  at  the  Whittle  Dene  Water  Works  and  at 
Burnside,  Matfen,  will  raise  the  water  to  the  respective  service  reservoirs. 
All  the  water  so  raised  will  have  passed  through  Bell  Bros.  Mechanical 
Filters  at  Whittle  Dene  and  will  have  been  dosed  with  ammonia  and 
chlorine. 

It  is  proposed  to  utilise  the  existing  water  supply  at  Whalton  and  to 
extend  the  water  mains  to  supply  the  Parishes  of  Trewick,  Shilvington, 
Ogle,  Twizell  and  Riplington. 

The  implementation  of  the  scheme  which  is  divided  into  six  phases, 
commenced  on  August  1st,  1951. 

Mr.  G.  Edgar-Dimmack,  M.I.Mun.E.,  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor, 
has  kindly  supplied  the  following  information  in  connection  with  the  new 
scheme. 

The  position  at  31st  December,  1954,  was  as  follows  : — 

Phase  1. 

Extension  of  existing  water  main  at  Stannington  Village  to 
Clifton,  a branch  being  taken  off  to  serve  the  districts  of  Duddo  Hill 
and  Well  Hill  (includes  the  Sanatorium).  Extension  of  main  at 
Smallburn,  Ponteland,  to  Thorneyford,  a branch  is  taken  from  this 
main  at  Kirkley  South  Lodge  to  Kirkley  March. 

Phase  II. 

North  Moor  (Stannington)  to  Clifton  on  the  main  North  Road, 
a branch  taken  to  a point  in  the  vicinity  of  Dovecote  House. 

Limestone  Lane  on  the  Belsay  Road  to  Milbourne  Road  End 
north  of  Waggon  Inn,  an  extension  from  Brickyard,  Ponteland, 
terminating  for  the  present  near  Eastfield  Farm  House.  Extension 
from  Park  House  to  Berwick  Hill,  and  a branch  of  the  Thorneyford 
main  to  supply  South  Carter  Moor. 

Commencement  of  installations  of  pumping  units  at  the  Whittle 
Dene  Water  Works,  and  service  reservoir  at  Harlow  Hill. 

Phase  III. 

Completion  of  pumping  units  at  the  Whittle  Dene  Water  Works 
and  the  service  reservoir  at  Harlow  Hill.  Laying  of  mains  via  Dalton, 
Windy  Walls  to  supply  Hawkwell  and  Stamfordham,  and  from 
Harlow  Hill  to  Whitchester  to  Heddon  Whitchester  via  Loudside 
Leager  House,  Dissington  Lane  House  to  Callerton  Lane  End 
Branch  from  Eachwick  Road  End  via  Penny  Hill.  Harlow  Hill  via 
Dodley,  Kiln  House  to  Hawkwell. 

Prior  to  March,  1951,  the  Council  supplied  water  to  the  communities 
of  Heddon-on-the-Wall,  Kirkheaton,  Stamfordham  and  Whalton.  On 
April  1st,  1951,  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company  in  pur- 
suance of  Part  III,  Section  10,  of  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water 
Order,  1950,  took  over  the  Council’s  water  works  and  all  pipes  connected 
thereto  which  supplied  the  above  communities. 
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Phase  IV. 

This  phase  of  the  water  supply  scheme  commenced  in  January, 
1954,  and  was  substantially  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year.  Mains 
were  laid  as  follows  : — 

Field  House  to  Dalton  Hill  Head  and  South  to  Dalton  Road 
Ends. 

Stamfordham  to  Heatherslaw. 

Heugh  to  Robsheugh  with  branch  to  Huntlaw. 

Robsheugh  to  Milbourne  and  branch  to  South  East  Farm. 

Milbourne  Village  to  Belsay  with  branches  from  Highlander  Inn 
to  Worlds  End  and  Middle  Newham,  and  from  Red  House  to 
Ogle  Hill  Head. 

Redhouse  to  Whalton  via  North  Trewick. 

Whalton  to  Ogle,  with  branches  to  Ogle  Mill  and  Ogle  Castle. 

Ogle  to  Kirkley  March. 

Whalton  Manor  to  Shilvington  with  branches  to  Cock  Hill  Farm 
and  West  Houses. 

Shilvington  to  Twizell  Cottage  and  Twizell  Farm. 

Twizell  Cottage  to  Saltwick. 

Whalton  Water  Supply  Tank  to  Whalton  Hill  Head. 

The  Moot  Law  Reservoir  and  the  Matfen  Pumping  Station  were 
completed,  except  for  the  installation  of  pumping  plant  in  the 
latter. 


Phase  V. 

Approximately  70  per  cent,  of  the  main  laying  work  comprised 
in  Phase  V was  completed  by  the  31st  December,  1955.  Details  of 
the  lengths  laid  are  as  follows  : — 

Berwick  Hill  to  Brenkley. 

New  Horton  Grange  to  Make’em  Rich. 

Stamfordham  to  Fenwick. 

Kiln  House,  Ouston  via  Butcher  Hill,  Matfen,  and 
Ryal  to  Mootlaw  Reservoir. 

Wallhouses  and  East  Wallhouses  via  Moorhouse  and  Standing 
Stone  to  Matfen. 

Moorhouse  to  High  House. 

Matfen  to  Dewlaw. 

The  balance  of  this  Phase  was  completed  during  the  early  part  of 
1956,  the  lengths  of  main  laid  being  : — 

Mootlaw  via  Toft  Hill  to  Sandybraes  with  branches  to  Kirk- 
heaton  and  Ingoe. 


Phase  VI.  (Final). 

With  only  two  short  lengths  of  main  remaining  to  be  laid,  the 
whole  of  the  water  supply  scheme  was  virtually  completed  by  the 
31st  December,  1956. 

The  two  lengths  outstanding  were  those  from  New  Houses, 
Capheaton  to  Clock  Mill  at  the  Rural  District  Boundary,  and  from 
Brenkley  to  the  Great  North  Road. 
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The  lengths  of  main  laid  during  1956  were  as  follows  : — 

Sandybraes  via  Make  me  rich  to  Capheaton. 

Sandybraes  via  White  House  and  Frolic  to  Capheaton. 

Linup  Hill  to  Wallridge. 

Wallridge  to  Black  Heddon 
Black  Heddon  to  West  Belsay. 

Wallridge  via  Belsay  Barns  and  Kirkheaton. 

Colliery  to  Make  me  rich  with  branches  to  Belsay  Dene  House 
and  road  junction  near  Toft  Hall. 

Capheaton  to  New  Houses. 

Make  me  rich  via  Hill  Head,  Sandyford  and  Low  House  to  Bolam 
with  branch  to  West  Shaftoe. 

Low  House  to  Middle  Part. 

Sandyford  to  Harnham. 

South  Farm,  Houghton  to  Hill  Head. 

Branch  Main  to  Startup  Farm,  Twizell. 

The  pumping  plant  at  Matfen  Pumping  Station  came  into  operation 
in  July,  1956. 

PRIVATELY  OWNED  WATER  SUPPLIES. 

1.  Belsay. 

Population  : 203  (approximately). 

Total  No.  of  Houses  in  Parish  : 55  (of  which  10  are  farms). 
Supplies  fifty  houses  (of  which  7 are  farms  and  one  school). 

Two  boreholes  supply  the  village,  one  borehole  is  situated  at  Bounder 
House  and  the  other  at  Burnside.  The  water  is  raised  by  engine  pump, 
to  collecting  tanks,  and  gravitates  from  this  point  to  supply  the  village. 
One  house  and  a school  are  now  connected  to  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead 


Water  Main. 

2.  Capheaton. 

Population  : 100  (approximately). 

Total  No.  of  houses  in  Parish  : 27  (of  which  7 are  farms). 

Supplies  30  houses  (of  which  5 are  farms) . 

One  spring  supplies  the  village  of  Capheaton  and  farm  houses  in  the 
vicinity.  The  spring  is  situated  half-a-mile  to  the  west  of  the  village,  the 
water  being  raised  by  engine  pump  to  an  underground  storage  tank 
situated  on  high  ground,  and  gravitating  from  this  point  through  cast 
iron  pipes  to  supply  the  village. 

3.  Ryal. 

Population  : 41  (approximately). 

Total  No.  of  Houses  in  Parish  : 11  (of  which  5 are  farms). 
Supplies  6 houses. 

One  spring  supplies  the  village  of  Ryal,  being  situated  some  600  yards 
south-west  of  South  Farm.  The  water  is  raised  by  hydraulic  ram  to 
storage  tank  at  north  side  of  the  village,  and  gravitates  through  wrought 
iron  piping  from  this  point  to  supply  the  village.  One  farmhouse  is  now 
connected  to  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Main. 


4.  Stannington. 

(Part  now  served  by  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company). 
Population  : 2,616  (approximately). 

Total  No.  of  Houses  in  Parish  : 247  (of  which  60  are  farms). 
Supplies  : Stannington  Vale  Farm  and 

8 Estate  Houses  at  Stannington  Vale. 

Town  Farm  House. 

Swan  Farm  House. 

Vicarage. 

School. 

28  houses  in  village. 

One  spring  supplies  the  village  of  Stannington,  being  sitauted  at 
Duddo  Hill  north-west  of  the  village.  The  water  is  raised  by  pump  to  a 
small  tank  from  which  it  gravitates  to  the  village. 


WATER  SUPPLIES.  CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS 
and  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  S.  G.  Barrett,  M.I.C.E.,  Engineer  to  the 
Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company,  for  the  following  information  : 

At  the  Company’s  laboratory,  bacteriological  analyses  carried  out  on 
1,213  samples  of  filtered  water  resulted  in  97%  being  classified  “excellent” 
and  3%  “satisfactory  ”. 


Analyses  of  samples  taken  from  the 
follows  : — 


Castle  Ward  area  resulted  as 


No.  of  Samples  Classification 
Stamfordham  12  all  “excellent  ” 

Kirkheaton  5 ,,  ,, 

Heddon  4 

Belsay  1 ,, 

Whalton  2 (1  “ excellent  ” 

(1  “ satisfactory  ”) 

Various  local  authorities  within  the  Company’s  supply  area  carried 
out  their  customary  analyses  and,  out  of  a total  number  of  395  samples 
examined,  96.7%  were  classified  “ excellent  ” and  2.8%  “ satisfactory 
Only  2 samples  were  not  placed  in  these  categories  and  they  were  taken 
at  the  Throckley  works  whilst  the  normal  sampling  apparatus  was  out  of 
order.  They  were  taken  under  very  unsatisfactory  conditions,  to  which 
the  Company  objected,  and  check  samples  proved  quite  satisfactory. 


Bi-monthly  chemical  analyses  were  carried  out  by  Messrs.  J.  & H.  S. 
Pattinson,  City  and  County  Analysts,  and  in  all  cases  the  results  were 
very  satisfactory. 


During  the  year  the  following  lengths  of  mains  were  laid  : — 


Matfen  Parish 

303  lin  yds. 

8in.  dia.  pipes. 

4»792  „ 

if 

6in.  „ „ 

2,279 ,, 

if 

3in-  >, 

3,883,, 

,, 

2in.  , ,, 

Capheaton  Parish 

3,94i  „ 

9 9 

6in.  „ ,, 

2,744„ 

99 

3in-  ,, 

10,097  „ 

9 9 

2in.  ,,  ,, 

Belsay  Parish 

9,399  „ 

9 i 

3in.  ,, 

10,520 ,, 

9 9 

2in.  ,,  ,, 

Heddon-on-the-Wall  Parish 

200 ,, 

)9 

2in.  ,,  „ 

Whalton  Parish  . . 

185,, 

„ 

2in.  ,,  „ 

Premises  newly  connected  during  the  year  1956  are  shown  as  follows: 


Mr.  Angus 

Bog  House  Farm 

Matfen 

Mr.  Walton 

Dewlaw  Farm 

,, 

Sir  Hugh  Blackett 

Matfen  Hall 

Mr.  Dunn 

Black  Bull  Inn 

fy 

Mrs.  Milburn 

Milburn’s  Shop 

y y 

Mr.  Henderson 

West  Farm 

yy 

Mr.  Dutton 

Temperance  Hotel 

,, 

Mr.  T.  Blaylock 

Eastfields,  Milbourne  Road 

Stamfordham 

Mr.  R.  G.  Fawdington 

Deneside 

Mr.  P.  Telfer 

Mainsbank  Farm 

y y 

Northumberland  C.C. 

School 

Whalton 

Edgar  & Co. 

Beresford  Arms 

yy 

Mr.  R.  Bewick 

Lynn  Law  Farm 

y y 

Mr.  C.  Robson 

The  Croft 

y y 

Castle  Ward  R.D.C. 

Public  Urinal 

y y 

Mr.  Robson 

Mr.  R.  J.  Tormay 

Butchers  Shop 

Wood  Bungalow,  March 
Platation 

” 

Mr.  R.  S.  Gibbs 

Eachwick  House 

Eachwick 

Mr.  Moscrop 

East  Brenckley  Farm 

Brenkley 

Mr.  Rutherford 

North  Mason  Farm 

N.C.B. 

Brenkley  Shaft 

y y 

Mr.  Crozier  & Son 

Mr.  R.  Dixon 

Mr.  J.  D.  Hutchinson 

South  Brenkley  Farm 

Field  Trough,  Hunt  Law 
Farm 

Field  O.S.  No.  19  Twizell 
Farm 

Ponteland 

Twizell 

Mr.  W.  Hudson 

Mr.  A.  Dodds 

South  Farm 

Field  O.S.  Nos.  65  & 45 

High  House  Farm 

Wallhouses 

Milbourne 

Mr.  Pinder 

Smallholding 

y y 

Mr.  J.  Teasdale 

Town  Farm 

Mr.  A.  Johnson 
Collingwood  Institute 

Trough,  Dalton  Hill  Farm 

Dalton 

Mr.  W.  Hudson 

Wallhouses  South  Farm 

Corbridge 

Mr.  T.  Scott 

6,  Troughs,  Coneyside  Farm 

Matfen 

Mr.  D.  J.  Hogarth 

East  Ryal  Farm 

Ryal 

Matfen  Estates 

7 Troughs 

Matfen 

Mr.  A.  Reed 

Mr.  J.  Rutherford 

Ryal  West  Side  Farm 

2,  Houses,  New  House  High 
Farm 

Heugh  Mill 

Mr.  H.  Angus 

3 Troughs,  Bog  House  Farm 

Stamfordham 

Mr.  J.  Rutherford 

New  House  Farm 

Brigadier  Sanders 

Gardeners  Cottage 

Dissington  Hall 

Home  Paddock  field,  adj. 
Vicarage 

Stannington 

Mr.  J.  Teesdale 

3 Cottages,  Town  Farm 

Milbourne 

Blagdon  Estates 

Duddo  Hill  Farm 

Stannington 

Mr.  H.  Charlton 

Leager  House  Farm 

Dalton 

32 


DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

The  provisions  of  this  Act  make  it  obligatory  for  the  Council  to  keep 
the  district  free  from  rats  and  mice  and  in  this  connection  a full  time 
Rodent  Officer  is  engaged.  The  following  tables  give  an  indication  of 
the  work  undertaken  during  the  year  : — 


Type  of  Property 

Non-Agricultural 

Refuse 
Tips  & 
Sewage 
Works 

Dwelling 

houses 

All 

others 

(incl. 

Business 

Premises) 

Agri- 

cultural 

Total 

No.  of  Properties  in  District 

27 

5>I07 

231 

487 

5,852 

No.  of  Properties  Inspected  . . 

27 

174 

44 

191 

436 

Total  Inspections  Including 
Re-inspections 

98 

253 

86 

288 

725 

No.  of  Properties  found  to  be 
infested  and  treated  by 
Local  Authority  (a)  Rats  . . 

13 

78 

7 

12 

no 

(b)  Mice  . . 

— 

17 

6 

— 

23 

Total  Treatments  carried  out 
Incl.  re-treatments  . . 

22 

103 

18 

i5 

158 

Number  of  Block  Control 
Schemes  carriec  out 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Methods  employed  in  rodent  destruction  are  those  recommended  by 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  and  close  co-operation  is 
maintained  with  both  the  Divisional  Rodent  Officer  of  the  Ministry  and 
the  Rodent  Officer  of  the  County  Agricultural  Committee. 

No  charge  is  made  for  the  treatments  of  infestations  in  dwelling 
houses  but  in  connection  with  business  premises,  shops,  farms,  etc.,  a 
charge  is  made  on  a time  and  material  basis.  This  year  a sum  of  ^57  14s. 
8d.  was  recovered  compared  with  ^69  6s.  2d.  for  last  year. 


HOUSING. 


New  Houses  Completed  During 
the  Year 

With  State 
Assistance 

Unaided 

Total 

(a) 

By  Local  Authority 

24 

— 

24 

(b) 

By  any  other  Housing  Authority 

— 

— 

(c) 

By  private  persons 

428 

428 

Total  number  of  Inhabited  Houses  in  district  5,107. 

SUB-STANDARD  HOUSES:  (Categories  4 and  5). 

The  detailed  examination  of  substandard  houses  placed  in  Categories 
4 and  5 continued  and  in  this  connection  formal  action  under  Section  1 1 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  was  taken  on  30  Category  5 and  12  Category  4 
houses.  Action  has  still  to  be  taken  on  12  Category  5 and  82  Category 
4 houses. 

In  connection  with  action  taken  on  the  Category  4 and  5 houses. 
Demolition  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  7 houses  and  Undertakings 
were  accepted  by  the  Council  in  respect  of  26  houses. 

HOUSING  ACT  1949-52  IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  in  this  district  landlords  continue  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  financial  assistance  which  is  given  under  the  above- 
mentioned  Act  towards  the  cost  of  carrying  out  improvements  to  dwelling 
houses.  The  average  cost  of  the  improvement  element  as  distinct  from 
repairs  on  houses  dealt  with  during  the  year  amounted  to  ^1,301  10s.  od. 
per  house. 

Number  of  separate 
houses 

(a)  Applications  submitted  to  Local  Authority  during  year . . 26 

(b)  Applications  rejected  . . . . . . . . . . — 

(c)  Applications  approved  . . . . . . . . 24 

(In  addition  4 were  withdrawn,  no  further  action  on  2 

and  4 were  approved  from  the  previous  year). 

(d)  Total  number  of  applications  approved  in  the  area  since 

inception  of  scheme.  . . . . . . . . . . 224 

HOUSING  CONSOLIDATION  REGULATIONS  1925/32.  REGULATION  31. 

1.  No.  of  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation,  Categories  4 and 

5 94 

2.  No.  of  houses  where  defects  were  remedied  by  informal 

action  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 105 

3.  No.  of  representations  made  to  the  Council  with  a view  to  : — 

(a)  serving  notices  requiring  the  execution  of  work . . — 

(b)  making  demolition  or  closing  orders  . . . . 42 
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4.  No.  of  notices  served  requiring  the  execution  of  works  . . 6 

5.  No.  of  houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  6 

6.  No.  of  demolition  or  closing  orders  made  . . . . . . 7 

7.  No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  an  undertaking  was 

accepted  under  sub-section  3 of  Sec.  n of  Housing  Act, 

1936  . . . . ....  . . . . 26 

8.  No.  of  houses  demolished  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

The  Clean  Air  Act  1956  which  became  operative  on  31st  December, 
1956  is  a long  overdue  measure  of  considerable  importance.  One  of  the 
most  significant  features  of  the  Act  is  that  for  the  first  time  the  emission 
of  dark  smoke  is  positively  prohibited. 

The  centre  mainly  affected  by  atmospheric  pollution  in  the  district 
continues  to  be  in  the  area  of  Hazlerigg  and  Brunswick  Village  and  is  due 
to  the  fuming  of  colliery  spoilbanks,  not  only  in  these  villages  but  from 
spoilbanks  of  collieries  outside  the  boundary  of  the  district.  During  the 
year  the  National  Coal  Board  engaged  a man  full  time  on  the  Dinnington 
Colliery  Spoil  Bank  to  operate  the  water  sprays. 

An  atmospheric  deposit  gauge  continues  to  function  at  Brunswick 
Village.  The  reports  from  the  Public  Analyst  provides  a month  by  month 
indication  of  the  extent  of  the  pollution. 

A number  of  smoke  nuisances  from  Market  Garden  Glass  Houses  and 
one  from  a Central  Cooking  Depot  were  satisfactorily  dealt  with  during 
the  year.  The  Cooking  Depot,  after  representation  to  the  owners,  was 
removed  from  the  district. 


TENTS,  VANS  AND  SHEDS 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  SECTION  269. 

During  the  year  under  review  seventeen  trailer  caravans  were 
licensed.  All  the  caravans  are  of  modern  design. 

There  are  four  caravan  sites  in  the  district,  three  with  accommodation 
for  twenty  individually  licensed  caravans,  and  one  where  the  site  itself  is 
licensed.  In  addition  there  are  other  caravans  on  individual  sites  in 
various  parts  of  the  district,  each  separately  licensed.  These  sites  have 
both  Council  and  Town  and  Country  Planning  approval. 

DISINFECTION  OF  PREMISES. 

There  have  been  twenty  dwelling  houses  disinfected  after  infectious 
disease. 


VERMINOUS  PREMISES. 

Twenty-one  houses  were  treated  as  follows  : — 
Infestation  of  Moths  . . 1 

Bluebottles  . . . . 4 

Insects  . . . . . . 9 

Beetles  . . . . . . 7 
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In  connection  with  one  insect  infestation,  the  insect  was  identified 
as  being  of  the  genus  ceratophyllus  variety,  fleas  the  natural  habitat  of 
fowls,  birds,  etc.  In  this  instance  both  the  house  and  grounds  were 
treated  with  satisfactory  results. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

One  case  was  reported  where  a stream  was  creating  a nuisance  through 
silting,  consequent  chokage  and  flooding.  The  water  course  was  cleaned 
out  over  a distance  of  approximately  a quarter  to  half  a mile,  and  the 
nuisance  abated. 

FACTORIES  ACT. 

There  are  59  factories  in  the  district.  The  following  tables  show 
the  number  of  inspections  and  defects  found  during  the  period  under 
review  : — 

INSPECTIONS. 


| 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(I)  Factories  in  which  Secs.  1, 
2,  3,  4 & 6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authori- 
ties 

15 

57 

I 

1 

(II)  Factories  not  included  in 
(I)  in  which  Sec.  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 
Authority 

44 

64 

(III)  Other  premises  in  which 
Sec.  7 is  enfored  by  the 
Local  Authority  (exclud- 
ing Out-workers  Premises) 

Total 

59 

121 

— 

— 

DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Cases  in 

l which  Defects  were  F ound 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

No  of  cases 
Pro- 
secutions 
instituted. 

To 

H.M.I. 

By 

H.M.I. 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

Overcrowding 

Unreasonable  Temperature 

Inadequate  Ventilation 

Ineffective  Drainage  of  Floors  . . 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  Defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  Sexes. . 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  Offences  relat- 
ing to  Outwork) 

Total 

ii 

ii 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 B 

— 

5 

5 

— 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 







* 



16 

16 

— 

— 

— 
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SEWERAGE  & SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 


The  report  under  this  heading  has  been  provided  by  the  Engineer  and 
Surveyor,  Mr.  G.  Edgar-Dimmack,  M.I.Mun.E., 


(a) 


(b) 


The  seventeen  Sewage  Disposal  Works  owned  and  operated  by 
the  Council  as  at  31st  December,  1956,  are  as  follows  : — 


(1)  Heddon-on-the-W all 

(2)  Stannington  (2  works) 

(3)  Wallridge 

(4)  Darras  Hall  Estate 

(5)  Kirkheaton 

(6)  Ponteland  (2  works) 

(7)  Ridge  Estate 

(8)  Stamfordham 


(9)  Whalton 

(10)  Woolsington 

(11)  Capheaton 

(12)  Ogle 

(13)  Belsay 

(14)  Kenton  Bank  Foot 

(15)  Berwick  Hill 


Ponteland,  Darras  Hall  & Woolsington  Main  Drainage  Scheme. 
By  the  31st  December,  1956,  Phases  1 and  II  of  Contract  No. 
1 were  80%  complete,  and  the  total  value  of  the  work  done 
since  the  commencement  of  this  scheme  was  in  the  region  of 
^268,000. 

During  the  year  Foul  and  Surface  Water  Sewers  have  been 
completed  as  follows  : — 


(i)  Phase  I — Darras  Hall  Estate. 

Middle  Drive,  Darras  Road,  part  of  Western  Way,  Eastern 
Way,  Broadway,  The  Crescent  and  a length  of  Sewer  from 
Runnymede  Road  to  the  Darras  Hall  Sewage  Disposal 
Works. 


(ii)  Phase  II. 

Foul  Sewers  have  been  laid  from  the  Newcastle  Corpor- 
ation’s Main  Ouseburn  Sewer  to  Woolsington  via  Brunton 
Bridge  ; from  Woolsington  to  Prestwick  Terrace  ; Midge 
Lane  to  West  Road,  Ponteland  ; junction  of  Darras  Road 
and  West  Road  to  junction  of  Darras  Road  and  Eastern 
Way.  Ponteland  Sewage  Disposal  Works  to  Midge  Lane 
Pumping  Station.  The  rising  Main  from  Midge  Lane  to 
Prestwick  Terrace  has  also  been  laid. 

Excavation  of  the  sumps  and  surface  water  tanks  for  the 
new  pumping  station  at  Midge  Lane  has  been  completed 
and  all  the  floors  and  part  of  the  walls  constructed. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  construction  of  the  Flow  Recorder 
House  at  Brunton  Bridge  was  60%  complete. 

(c)  Discharge  of  Sewage  to  Neighbouring  Authorities. 

(i)  At  the  31st  December,  1956,  a total  of  633  houses  on  the 
Brunton  Park  and  Melton  Park  Estates  were  discharging 
sewage  to  the  Gosforth  Urban  District  Council’s  sewerage 
System  at  the  Three  Mile  Bridge  under  an  agreement  that 
exists  with  that  Local  Authority. 

(ii)  A portion  of  Brunton  Park  Estate  could  not  be  drained  to 
the  Gosforth  U.D.C.  Sewer  and  by  a special  agreement  with 
Newcastle  Corporation  the  foul  sewage  from  this  area  is 
being  accepted  into  their  Ouseburn  Sewer.  By  the  end  of 
the  year  280  dwellings  were  being  drained  in  this  manner. 
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(iii)  Under  an  agreement  with  the  Seaton  Valley  Joint  Sewerage 
Board  a total  of  1,127  premises  in  Dinnington,  Hazlerigg 
and  Brunswick  Village  were  being  drained  to  the  Long- 
benton  U.D.C.  Sewer  at  Seaton  Burn  School  as  at  the  31st 
December,  1957.  The  whole  of  the  sewage  from  Dinnington 
is  pumped  to  Seaton  Burn  School,  by  means  of  the  Dinning- 
ton East  and  West  Pumping  Stations. 

(iv)  Under  an  agreement  with  Newburn  Urban  District  Council 
48  properties  situated  close  to  the  Throckley-Heddon-on- 
the-Wall  Road,  are  drained  to  the  head  of  that  Local 
Authority’s  sewer  near  the  Frenchman’s  Arms  Public 
House. 

PRIVATE  SEWERAGE  PLANT. 

The  sewage  from  the  large  Hospitals  and  Institutions  in  the  district 
is  treated  as  follows  :■ — 

1.  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Stannington: 

Tanks  and  filter  beds  with  revolving  distributors. 

2.  Children’s  Sanatorium  and  Farm  Colony,  Stannington: 

Tanks,  filters  and  revolving  distributors. 

3.  Cottage  Homes,  Ponteland. 

Tanks  and  filters  with  trough  distribution. 

SUMMARY  OF  WORK  EFFECTED. 

PRIVY  CONVERSIONS. 

There  have  been  32  conversions  of  privies  to  the  water  carriage 


system  at  the  follows  places  : — 

East  Wallhouses  Cottages,  Stamfordham . . . . 4 

3,  Old  High  Callerton  Cottages,  Callerton  . . 1 

Farm  Cottage,  Plessey  Hall,  Cramlington  . . 1 

West  Thorn  Farm  Cottage,  Kirkley  . . . . 1 

Vicarage  Farm  House,  Dinnington  . . . . 1 

Bridge  End  Cottage,  Stamfordham  . . . . 1 

North  Farm,  Whalton  . . . . . . . . 2 

Merci  Beaucoup  Heddon-on-the-Wall  . . . . 1 

Hill  Head,  Heddon-on-the-Wall  . . . . . . 1 

South  East  Farmhouse  and  Cottage,  Berwick  Hill  2 
East  Farmhouse,  Berwick  Hill  . . . . . . 1 

1 and  2 Pont  View,  Eachwick  . . . . . . 2 

Kirkley  Thorn  Farm  Cottage,  Ponteland  . . 1 

Two  Cottages,  Berwick  Hill,  Ponteland  . . 2 

Cottage,  Nr.  Eachwick  House,  Dalton  . . . . 1 

Cottage,  The  Opening,  Whalton  . . . . . . 1 

Throckley  March  Farm  House  . . . . . . 2 

2 & 3 Carters  Cottages,  Heddon  . . . . . . 2 

East  & West  Cottages,  North  Side,  Stamfordham  2 
Havannah  Farm  Cottage,  Dinnington  . . . . 1 

Two  Cottages,  Barn  Hill,  Capheaton  . . . . 2 
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Of  the  thirty-two  conversions,  4 were  assisted  under  the  provision  of 
Section  47,  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  under  which  the  Council  paid  not 
more  than  half  of  the  reasonable  cost  of  the  work.  The  remaining  28 
were  carried  out  as  part  of  the  improvement  of  the  dwellings  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Acts,  1949/52. 
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TABLE  I 


Nuisances  dealt  with  and  work  required 
to  be  done 

Verbal  or 
written 
notice 

Complied 

with 

To  clear  choked  drain  or  W.C. 

8 

8 

To  provide  ashbins 

125 

125 

To  repair  sinks  or  wastepipes 

Defective  or  leaking  roofs,  damp  walls, 

5 

5 

walls,  etc. 

66 

29 

Defective  fireplaces 

58 

58 

,,  outbuildings 

3 

3 

,,  manhole  covers  & gully  grates 

3 

3 

,,  water  closets 

16 

16 

,,  sash  cords  and  window  frames 

14 

14 

,,  wallplaster 

29 

26 

,,  ceilings 

7 

7 

,,  foodstores 

7 

7 

,,  floors,  stairs,  handrails 

15 

12 

,,  yards  and  steps 

12 

10 

,,  yard  walls 

4 

4 

,,  eaves,  gutters  and  fallspouts.  . 
,,  internal  wood  benches,  doors. 

11 

11 

etc. 

3 

3 

,,  setpots 

1 

1 

,,  chimney  stacks 

11 

11 

,,  water  supply  pipes 

4 

4 

Offensive  accumulations 

9 

9 

Defective  external  doors  . . 

15 

14 

TABLE  II 


By 

By 

Informal 

Statutory 

Action 

Notice 

Total 

Privies  and  Privy  ashpits  abolished 

32 



32 

,,  ,,  ,,  repaired 

— 

— 

— 

Water  Closets  provided  . . 

32 

— 

32 

Number  of  above  for  which  grant  was 

4) 

Sec.  47  P.H.A.  1936 

given 

28  t 

J 

Housing  Act 

1949-52 

32 

Sanitary  bins  provided 

32 

32 

,,  ,,  renewed 

93 

— 

93 

New  drains  constructed 

28 



28 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed 

2 

— 

2 

TABLE  III 
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CONCLUSION. 

This  has  been  another  year  of  increase  in  the  work  of  the  department, 
due  not  only  to  additional  legislation  but  to  the  rapid  development  of  the 
district  in  general.  I convey  my  thanks  to  Mr.  J.  Taylor,  Mr.  R.  Hardy, 
Miss  D.  Bell,  Miss  J.  Elwick  and  Mr.  W.  Jobson  for  their  co-operation 
and  sustained  effort  in  dealing  with  the  many  and  varied  day  to  day 
problems  in  the  field  of  Public  Health. 

Eric  Wm.  Strachan, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Cleansing  Superintendent. 


